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Programme note 

The piece is a musical memorial to Selkʼnam culture, people who lived in freedom in the 
"end of the World": Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego. They were exterminated in a systemat-
ic process of genocide by European migrants in the late 19th century. Voices appearing on 
the electronic part of the piece were recorded by anthropologist Anne Chapman between 
1964 and 1965; they belong to Kiepja, one of the two last Selknam women. Her death 
(1966) was also the end of that culture and ethnic group.

The excerpts from the Selknam song quoted in my piece tell us about Kiepja's journey to 
the 'Western Sky', or Kénenik, in Selkʼnam language. According to their elaborate cosmog-
ony and mythology, Kénenik is the place where ancestors still live, and also the place where 
many Selkʼnam people, as Kiepja, were born and live. 

I want to acknowledge Teodoro Anzellotti's creative contributions to the collaborative 
process of this work in his home in Freiburg. 



Performance notes

The score is written in two parts for the button accordion (RH = right hand; LH = left hand)

The electronic part shows some sounding qualities through a combination of drawings and
standard musical notation. Yellow enclosed numbers indicate an event to be triggered by a 
performer.

The accordion part also combines drawings and musical notation

ca. 10 - 11 minutes

The grey functions represent how the dynamics of an 
air-sound (produced when opening the air button) evolve.

Improvisation on page 6, 8, and 9 Technical requiriments

Improvisation on page  11

This should be considered as a kind of “cadenza”. The character is Molto agitato.
It is suggested to take different short fragments from the piece and connect them
in a way that the density of events is always high during the whole improvisation.

The n

Register/timbre choices or different combinations are free.  

ext section must be suddenly attacked after thirty seconds of improvisation. 
The latter acts as a bridge to the final part.

These improvisations should consider the main texture indicated in the score within 
which the performer must embed gestures that the framed elements placed at the 
bottom of the page suggest. Except for page 9, the embedding of these fragments in 
the main texture should be done by following the distribution pattern proposed by the 
arrows pointing to the main texture. At the same time, the performer must incorporate 
silence interruptions indicated by the symbol below: while embedded fragments are
less frequent (according to the arrows), the interruptions are longer.

NOTATION

DURATION

Ch

Dynamics. In several places in the score, dynamics are written either in the left or right hand. 
In such cases, dynamics affect the sounds produced by both hands. Similarly, there are accents 
written for one of the hands involving sustained notes played for the other one.  

romatic clusters 

Rhythms that must be executed with the bellows

Sc
(very fast)

ratch the bellows in two different directions

Sc

The distance between the “teeth” 
of the drawn function represents 
the speed of the action. 

ratch the bellows (rallentando)  

Improvise by playing as fast as possible within the ambitus 

Key noises  (produced by striking buttons without producing a note)
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A stereo amplification system, with subwoofer

Macbook Pro laptop computer (2,3 GHz - Intel Core i7, 16Gb)

Max/MSP 8

Audio interface 2 inputs/2 outputs

A Max/MSP patch as well as a complete set of instructions
can be provided by the composer.

Please, write to: moralesossio@gmail.com
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Choose freely and embed them into the main texture

Pattern of distribution 
of fragments

( Improvise by developing elements of the previous texture )
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